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VILLANOVA LAW GETS A FACE LIFT
STUDENTS HAVE MIXED REACTIONS TO RENOVATIONS

Other complaints among students have been
commented on many areas that are up for
without conflict.
by Nathan Murawsky
Frankino further commented that no tuition consideration. Such areas include the the lack of "livability" to the furniture, and that
On Monday, May 23, building construction
the student body was never consulted about the
money was used to fund the renovations. "It is refurnishing of the classrooms and
to enhance accessibility and life safety
construction to improve the flow of traffic renovations. Many students felt that a lounge
commenced, and was scheduled to be my policy that today's students should not pay
for students should reflect what the students
throughout the school, and within the next
completed on'August 12. However, because for facilities that they will not use while
enrolled." Frankino explained that all of the several years. Frankino also stated that the want.
classes have started, the contract only allowed
There are those students who are pleased
for work during the weekends. As a result, the money used to pay for the renovations came library is a prime candidate for future
with the new lounge, stating that the bright
Renovations.
full slate of renovations
colors and new furniture are a vast
should be completed by the
improvement over the previous lounge design.
STUDENT REACTION
end of the month. If not.
The lounge has been the most [Ed. Contrary to popular belief, there is a large
Dean Frankino noted that a
movement amongst the students that "silently"
controversial renovation to the law
"compelling penalty clause"
school. At first, the student reaction approves of the changes made to the lounge.]
would come into effect.
As for the new remaining renovations, most
was overwhelmingly negative, although
The Contractors,
the passage of time has reduced the students have been very pleased. Many
Schaefer and Company,
level of displeasure. Most students, students have commented that the new
exercised control of the
while first taken aback by the new stairtower, when opened, will begin to help
School's facilities during
lounge, have now become accustomed ease traffic around rooms 101, 102 and 103.
the
summer.
The
to the new surroundings. However, However, students and some faculty have
$1,079,605 project included
already noted that the curtains in rooms 101
there are those students who still are
the following: 1) the
and 102 will remained closed to prevent
unhappy with the renovations.
construction of a stair tower
Some students have described the "distractions" from students waiting outside.
addition to the original
As for the new elevator, most students were
lounge as everything from a casino
section of Gary Hall
unaware that such an elevator existed, but were
without the slot machines to a bad LSD
creating exits from 101,
pleased that the school has taken affirmative
trip. One student commented that "you
102, and 103; 2) an elevator
steps to accommodate
tower addition to the 1972
handicapped students.
wing creating a new
The new renovations, including the stairtower
'While the current
entrance and accessibility to
pictured above have been highly praised...
renovations have drawn a
all levels; 3) replacement of
mixed bag of reactions,
the loading area of the library and the ramp from separate fundraising efforts of the
many
students
also
administration.
entering the courtyard; 4) new handicapped
commented on projects they
Although not under the same
parking; 5) new entrance and ramp into the
would like to see the school
contract with Schaefer and Company,
cafeteria/commons; and 6) an accessible
undertake. Leading the list
the student lounge was also renovated.
entrance to the Reuschlein Room.
was
a multitude of
Frankino stated that the renovations were Frankino noted that the main purpose
suggestions regarding the
behind the lounge renovations was to
made to "ensure access to all handicapped
high traffic outside of rooms
persons and enhance fire safety" at the law "brighten and add color" to the lounge.
29 and 30 during break
school. While roomers have circulated that the The design for the lounge came from
periods. Solutions included
renovations were the result of a law student's Ruth Ann Davis, an interior decorator
widening ' the hallway
paper on the American Disabilities Act, who has also designed the offices of
outside of the classrooms,
Dean Frankino, Dean Garbarino, Dean
Frankino remarked that the idea for the
and enclosing the exits on
Brogan, Professor James, and the
renovations did not come from "external
the opposite side, making
original lounge.
sources."
students exit class through
As with other renovations, Frankino
Frankino explained that the idea for
explained that the lounge renovations ...but the new lounge has been criticized by some students as those doors.
renovations originated as an answer to a
Other common
being too loud and not reflecting the students wishes.
were funded only by contributions
recurring problem. "We began to notice
recommendations included
made specifically for the lounge
classes were being schedule around the
renovating the library, adding a MAC machine
can't stay in the lounge for more than five
handicapped accessible rooms." Frankino project, and not from student tuition.
minutes without getting a headache."
to the building and adding additional parking
As for future construction, Frankino
stated that class schedules can now be decided
spaces to the law school parking lot. On the
The most common source for reaction to
the lounge, though, has been the curtain and parking note, Dean Frankino stated that there
the four high-back chairs of the same pattern. has been a problem with undergraduate
Many students commented that removing the students parking their cars illegally in the law
curtains and the chairs would improve the school lot, and that actions have been taken to
"tow away" any further problems.
lounge immensely.

SOMEONE YOU SHOULD KNOW:
PROFESSOR COTAN DA

by D.J. Meincke
Professor John Y. Gotanda comes to VLS
from Hawaii, where he received his
undergraduate and law school degrees, then
Washington, D.C. and Boston. However,
Professor Gotanda's new career as a law
professor is only another bullet on an already
eclectic resume that includes endeavors such
as managing restaurants and producing music.
Even though Professor Gotanda entered the
William S. Richardson School of Law in
Hawaii right after receiving his bachelors
degree, he was already engrossed with two
careers. While an undergraduate at the
University of Hawaii, he managed a restaurant
and was an executive record producer.
As an executive record producer, Professor

Gotanda composed songs, directed, produced,
distributed, and promoted record albums.
Although his music was mainly Hawaiian
contemporary, he did work with Bad English's
Ricky Phillips and John Barnes. [Barnes'
credits include working with the Pointer
Sisters and Michael Jackson.] Professor
Gotanda still dabbles with jnusic in his inhome recording studio.
^
Prof. Gotanda believes that these careers
helped him to develop the people skills that are
critical to attorneys. As an 18 year old running
a restaurant, he- often dealt with older people.
Professor Gotanda found that win-win
solutions to situations held in the long run.
Even with the profitable careers as a music
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student Bar Association
Steve Odabashian
Student Bar Association President
Greetings!! To the 2Ls and 3Ls, welcome
back! I'm sure you've missed school as much
as I have. Also, defending myself in advance,
I am not Dean Frankino's decorator. To the
ILs, welcome to Villanova Law. Let me tell
you about the Student Bar Association.(SBA)
We are the student run government at
Villanova Law. We are also the liaison
between the student body and the
administration. The Vice-President of the
SBA is Steve Brancato, Melissa Francis is the
Secretary, and Geri kemisan is the Treasurer.
Our 3L representatives are Chris Boccaccio,
Rob Kracht, Lauren Lonergan and Mark
Mayrides. Our 2L representatives are Phil
Degnen, Carlos Guzman and Holli Sands. Our
University Senator is Erin Henderson who
represents the Law School at Villanova
University Student Government Meetings.
Our American Bar Association/Law Student
Division Representative (ABA/LSD) is Tim
McDonough. Tim can handle your ABA-

related questions and concerns.
All students at Villanova Law School are
members of the SBA. You do not have to be
an officer to be a member. The meetings are
open to all students. Please sit in on a meeting
at some point in the year to see what it is we
do or offer your personal input. The
representatives are available to you. Stop by
our office (Room 34) or stop us in the halls if
you have questions, a problem, or money.
Wait a minute
Anyway here are some of the things the
SBA does throughout the year. (This list by
no means includes everything we do. Think of
it as a short highlight film. . . without the film,
of course.) IL Orientation, Used Book Sale,
Sweatshirt / T-Shirt / Hat / Lingerie sale. (OK,
no lingerie). Student Faculty Committees,
Karaoke, student organization budgets, ABA
national meetings. Client Counseling
Competition, Prospective faculty member
interviews. Holiday parties, 100 days party,
Softball, third year show, graduation ushers,
third year farewell activities, photo directory.

A few years ago (before I was even a IL),
the SBA had a reputation as simply being a
"keg-carrying organization". We still can
carry kegs, but we also get things done.
Serious things. For instance, in my first year
we baimed smokiiig in the student lounge and
limited it to designated areas in the cafeteria.
(Maybe we can get harmless smoke added to
the lounge to add to the Casino look.)
Anyway, SBA elections are coming soon.
Four IL representatives positions are
available. One 2L representatives position is
available. If you feel you can represent your
classmates concerns and you want to get
involved, then get out there and run. Have a
great year!

GOT fin IDEA FOR H
HHT OH T-SHIRT THRT YOU WOULD
LIKE TO SEE THE SBR HlflKE?
The Siudeni Bar Associaiion is looking for
siudenfs v/ho have ideas for hats and 7-shirfs
for the iaw school communify.
I f you have any suggest ions,please coniacf
Chris Boccaccio at the SBA office In Room 3^.

The SBA would just like to remind
all Villanova Law students of the current
law school smoking policy. The present
smoking policy bans smoking in all
areas of the law school building, except
for the smoking section of the cafeteria.
There is some obvious confusion as to
what constitutes the smoking section of
the cafeteria. The cafeteria's smoking
section (from the perspective of a
student entering from the parking lot)
consists only of the tables against the
walls to the left-hand side, and the row
of tables adjacent to those wall/window
tables. The smoking section does not
make up one-half of the cafeteria. Part
of the problem is that first-year students
were never informed of the policy and
the problem is definitely not their fault.
Hopefully through this reminder and
through additional signs, table teepees,
etc., the situation will get resolved.

Gotanda Cont from front page

assist in high profile cases. Professor Gotanda
literally traveled the world, representing U.S.
clients dealing with Iranian, Israeli, and South
American governments.
Besides working for big corporate America,
and billing over 2000 hours a year, Gotanda
had his share of pro bono work.
Before the
judges from whom he previously worked,
Gotanda argued cases dealing with the
Freedom of Information Act and the Eighth
Amendment. Even though he lost both of those
cases, like most litigators, he believes he
should have won.
After four years at Covington & Burling,
John followed his future bride, Brenda, to
Boston. Even though it was not planned, both
ended working for Goodwin, Proctor & Hoar.
With his teller corporate law background, they
did not care that he planned to leave the firm
shortly to become a law professor.
A year later, Gotanda accepted an assistant
professor position at Villanova. A number of
law schools'offered him positions, but a couple
of points made VLS more attractive than the
other schools. One point was that Gotanda
perceived that the students and alumni seemed
to like their law school experience, while the
people at other law schools did not have the
"genuine happiness" as at Villanova. Another
point was that Dean Frankino and the other
faculty members made a great impression on
him.
So, Gotanda's resume tells us he
is into music, food, frequent flier
miles, the law, and warm and fuzzy
schools. The big questions are...
How does he call on people and
what can we expect from him in
class? As to the former question, he
is still subject to change. As to the
latter, maybe by knowing his
philosophy of law, you can make a
guess.
Even though "Student" Gotanda
may have been mainly interested in
black letter law. Professor Gotanda
believes knowing the law is only one
aspect of being a lawyer. WHat is
truly important is the policy,
reasoning, and theory behind the
law. By knowing the background,
an attorney can make strong
arguments for her client when the
situation does not neatly fall into the
black letter.
Another Gotanda philosophy is
that students should understand the
responsibility an attorney has not
only to her client, but to the larger
community as well. He observed
that an attorney can develop tuimel
vision to all but her client's interest,
and loose sight of the "big picture".
Gotanda stated that "creative winwin solutions instead of Rambo
litigation tactics or scorched earth
tactics ^vill achieve similar results for
Professor John Y. Gotanda joins the
the client and leave everyone in a
Villanova Law School Faculty and will
better position.

producer and restaurateur. Professor Gotanda
unexpectedly found that he excelled in law.
Applying to law school was almost an
afterthought, and although Professor Gotanda
knew that he would earn a law degree and
follow in his father's footsteps, he applied to
Richardson at the last minute; a school with
one of the latest application deadlines.
As a student, Gotanda did well enough in
law school to become Editor-in-Chief .of the
University of Hawaii Law Review. He also
started his progression of high profile legal
positions, including extemships for the United
States Bankruptcy Court and the Hawaii
Supreme Court.
After graduating law school. Professor
Gotanda worked far from Hawaii as a staff
attorney for the District of Columbia Circuit.
While he cannot discuss the cases he worked
on. Professor Gotanda stated that it was
exciting working with Ruth Bader Ginsberg
and Robert Bork, while the Oliver North trial
took place in the same building. As a staff
attorney, Gotanda would brief emergency
motions and non-oral argument cases and make
recommendations to the judges.
After two years at the District of Columbia
Circuit, Professor Gotanda preformed high
profile work at Covington & Burling in
Washington, D.C. Covington & Burling is a
firm of "lawyer's lawyers", often brought in to

teach Decedents and Property.

TO mE NEW nmBERs

OF THE
LAW

JOURNAL
Emily Abbott
Robert Loefflad
Beth Cannon
Sean Lugg
Brain Crowner
Michelle Miller
David Daigle
Melissa Palat
David Dittman
Brian Paszamant
Alyson Eberting
Chad Phipps
Shawn Farrell
Alan Renter
Karin Gunter
Tricia Russo
Shelli lovino
Nicole Ryan
Susan Kanapski
Tina Susco
Anthony LaRatte

SPORTS iAND ENTER-JylXNnENT

LAW

FORUn

Renee Forseth
Geraldine Kernisan
Deborah F. Malveaux
Matthew J. Meyer
Sherri A. Affmnti
Pat I^alellis
Holli K. Sands
Ryan Bornsrein
Laura Schiller

Laura Cellucci
Mark R. Powers
Michael B. Seigel
James DelBello
Jason M. Richardson
Kim P. Gunter
Robert L. Roshkoff.
Nancy D. Wagman

MOOT COURT BOylRD
Matthew Bennett
Alison Petricki
Nancy Boyce
Matthew Reinert
Christine Busch
Robert Runyon
Philip Degnen
Alicia Saavedra
Darren Griswold
Gene Schriver
Joanne Judge
Stacy Slattery
Michelle Keeney
Bethany Spear
Mark Mayrides
Fatima Sulaiman
Debra Swank
Nathan Murawslqr
Jamie Perrapato

September 1994 • THE DOCKET • Page 3

'DOCOdST
'E-DITOllIJUL
To the Vilianova Law Cominunity,
As Editor-in-Chief of the Docket, I would
like to thanlc all of in}' fellow students who
€(mtributed to the Docket last year. Their
help was much needed and greatly
appreciated.

However, the number of

people involved in the Docket has severely
dwindled from the prevtons year.
For the first time last year, the Docket
progressed from being a one-person tabloid,
to actually resembling a student paper.
Articles were written about school events,
not about weekend social events. The SBA
began publishing minutes from meetings
and announcements in each issue, and
student groups began using the Docket to
advertise their events. Most importantly,
the Docket was fortunate enough to have the
use of a new computer publishing system,
that not only Improved the look of the
paper, but also cut the cost of each issue
from approximately $1200 to $400.
While these improvements are gratifying,
there are still many faults which the Docket

The Angry Young Man Returns
TciJcirtg^ the

yy

by Rhett Traband
While third years will be primarily
interested in this one, pay attention youngsters
I'm going to save you anxiety and money.
First what the hell is the bar? It is your
ticket to an exciting profession that has no
jobs. Every state requires that you take and
pass the multistate bar exam. The multistate is
a multiple choice exam currently covering six
subjects (conlaw, contracts, crim, torts,
property and evidence). The multistate only
tests federal law concepts which you will learn
during your three years at VLS. The multistate
portion lasts 6 hours with 200 multiple-choice
questions. Most states break it up into two 3
hour sessions.
Each state requires that you pass its exam,
which tests state law concepts. State exams
generally include an essay component and
some also include multiple choice questions.
If you're lucky they will test you on some
arcane concept related to the distribution of an
intervivos trust at the death of a divorced
spouse.
Some states have additional requirements,
such as passing a professional responsibility
exam or receiving a passing grade in a legal
profession class. What does all this mean?
First you need to make some decisions soon in
order to save yourself money and heartache.

has targeted for the upcoming year. The

The 8 Most Asked Questions About the Bar

first goal is to improve the overall quality of
writing in the articles. Second, the Ducket

1. Where's the can? Forget it. Most states
don't allow you to go to the bathroom without
a note.
2. Which bar review course do I take?
Choose the one that gives away the least free

will try to address a wider range of topics
within the paper, and furthermore, "report
on" rather than "recap" student events.
However, these goals cannot be reached
without people. Because we are law
students, no one person has the time to

Periodicals.
You're probably
photographs for the Docket, (and adding a 1.
wondering why I am discussing magazines
line to vour resume), the Docket can surely number one. A great magazine with a forty
use your help. From personal experience, It year tradition of portraying feminists and

Nathan M. Murawsky
Editor-in-Chief

"Ml VlLLXHOVPi
Staff

Editor in Cliief
Nathan M. Murawsky

News Editor
Richard McGuire

Sports Editor
George Tsakataras

Layout Editor
Melissa Palat

staff: Alexa Abowitz, Renee Foreseth, Nancy Boyce,
D.J. Meincke, Lee Kocti, George Tsakataras,
Matttiew J. Meyer, Jotin Richards
The Vilianova Law Docket is published mor^thly by the
students of Vilianova University School of Law,
Vilianova, PA 19085. Letters and articles are
welcome from students, faculty, alumni, and the
community. Paid advertisements are also accepted.
The Vilianova Law Docket OS distributed free to all
current students, faculty and administrators. Alumni
who wish to recieve the The Vilianova Law Docket
should notify The Vilianova Law Docket at the abov
address. - The opinions expressed herein are soley
those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Docket editors and staff or the Vilianova
University School of Law.
Faculty Advisor

Prof. John Cannon

pass (I think). State law study will be much
tougher than studying for the multistate.
6. Where Should I Practice Law? You should
check unemployment figures, the average
temperature during the winter and cable tv
availability in the homeless shelters. In fact
you might want to visit a few (shelters) and
check them out.
7. How Long Do I Need to Study for the Bar?
While most people will tell you after
graduation, I'll tell you that you must start
before exams are over, otherwise you will fail.
As long £is you put in five hours a day starting
in early June you should be on track.
8. Is It Really That Bad? Yeah. Most of you
will suffer more next year because
Pennsylvania has substantially toughened its
requirements. Good luck.
9. What's the MPRE? It's a 50 question
multiple choice test on professional ethics that
a few states require you to take. Most allow
you to take it before you graduate; Florida in
its infinite wisdom requires you to take it after
graduation, further prolonging hell.
10. How am I going to pay for all of this?
The bar costs anywhere from $200 to $1200
depending on state and time you sign up for
the bar. This of course does not include bar
review course costs which range from free (for
bar reps) to $1500. So you can see the
advantage of working as a bar review
representative. But you still want to know
how'the heck can I afford it? Bar Review
Loans. That's right you can borrow an
additional $5,000 to finance your bar review
(and golfing) expenses. Great more debt.

"Twelve things wu should know about whatwu are getting into
(or turn back now before it's too late)"

solely write the Docket, if you are
interested in writing, editing or taking by Rhett Traband

is time well spent.

stuff because it will generally be cheaper than
the more generous bar course. Most of these
courses follow the same pattern, involving
lectures, materials and practice exams. Classes
start a week after graduation and last until just
before the bar exam in late July. Some, like
PMBR are refreshers that are offered right
before the exam. If you plan on talcing the bar
in a faraway state you can take the class here
using cassette tapes or you can go to the state
for live lectures. There is little difference
between the larger courses, but you need to
sign up now in order to save yourself cash.
Most courses offer substantial discounts for
early deposits.
3. What Do I Do If I Run Out Of Toilet
Paper? Use your sleeve or the test booklet, not
the answer sheet.
4. If I want to take the bar in two states do I
have to, take the Multistate exam twice?
Generally No. States vary and you should
consult a pamphlet on different entrance
requirements. Some states like Pennsylvania
and New Jersey test on separate days and
allow you to take the multistate once and
transfer your scores. Some states, like Florida,
do not allow you to transfer scores and they
make it very difficult for you to take the state
bar of another state. Always check the state's
requirements and testing dates carefully.
5. Do you need to take one of these review
courses? Courses, we don't need no stinking
courses. Probably, although with the proper
motivation and materials you could do it on
your own. You will need extensive study
materials, but you could study Gilberts and

empowering women will hit the newsstands
any day now. Why is this relevant? Well
because it involves: consternation (by the
Deans & Jessica), the bathroom (thousands of
American men), pride (the poser and all
feminists), profit (the poser and her possible
six digit payday), embarrassment (ditto), desire
(see above) and one nude Russian. Nothing
like going to class with 400 guys who have
seen you naked. One Ls, remember this key
legal term-airbrushing. Two Ls and Three Ls
ask yourself this question would she finish first
as Ms. Garey High?
2.
Job market. Just when you thought it
couldn't get any worse, it did. When even
qualified legal studs like yours truly can't find
work as a waiter at a dinner theatre, what hope
do you have. The absolutely best way to
secure a job after law school is to get on law
review. The second best way to get a job is to
demonstrate characteristics that have been
historically under represented in the market.
The third best way is to lie your ass off on
your resume. Merit fipished just behind
begging in the survey. One Ls what did you
leam? Grade onto law review and you will
sleep well for the rest of law school. Don't
grade on and you may not get a good night's
rest until you write onto law review.
3.
The Lounge. I Icnow what you ILs are
thinking, did they cash that tuition check yet?
Well VLS was being very kind when it hired
that blind interior decorator. I guess they
figure the furniture is so hideous that no one
would think of stealing it. By the way any
All pieces for the forum section of the next
Docket must be turned into the Docket Mailbox
by October 7, 1994, no later than 5:00 p.m.
Each letter must contain the name, address and
phone number of the author and must be typed,
or preferably, on disk. The Docket reserves the
right to refuse any piece based on size, and
requests that all pieces not exceed five double
spaced, typed pages. Any questions regarding
the policies or any other information regarding
the forum section can be answered by contacting
an editor of the Docket staff

guesses on how much the renovations cost?
Over a million bucks, that's right campers
we're in the wrong profession.
4. Thank God for sabbaticals and the tenure
system. I have to explain this one to the ILs.
You see we (graduates) were fortunate enough
to miss certain professors while we were here
or we took their classes while they were
seeking tenure. Now that they're tenured or
back from sabbatical, it's likely to be no-holds
barred. Return of the Predator? Tenured
Pahn?
5.
People you should get to know
(students): Steve O. (4-1-1 because he's loiows
everything about everybody); Chris Shields
(EIC of VLR, it does no good to curry favor
with him, he can't get you on law review);
George Vogele (EIC of VELJ, he's really busy
leave him alone); Gwen Philips (EIC of
VSELF, she's really busy, leave her alone);
Melissa, Ms. October, Chad Hoops, Miss
Perfect, the President, Shady Mike, Abu, the
quitters and the defector.
6.
People you should know (Faculty &
Staff): Brian Coupe, he's got keys to every
door in this place; Kim Prokou, she's got keys
to the liquor cabinet (I know that's a repeat, but
the ILs don't); Ms. Fricker, chances are if you
don't hear her voice on the phone there's no
school today; Mike Mapp, he's the fiiendly one
in front of the grill and in front of the bar.
7.
Summer Job Search: Ha. (mine or
yours) I think I'm really close to being hired,
of course I haven't sent out any more resumes
yet. So what am I doing? I'm networking,
yeah that's the ticket. Obviously my job
prospects are not good because I had time to
write this article. My funds run out in six
weeks. (Do you think they would pay to write
for the Docket?) ILs, here's a tip: you can
forget about being hired next summer. You
have no chance whert you're competing with
laterals (IE licensed attorneys) for entry-level
positions. Oh by the way, there's no refund on
tuition,
8.
Alcohol. Last year I discussed the
enormous popularity of alcohol amongst VLS
students and its unemployed graduates. It's
slightly more popular than crack cocaine and
slightly cheaper. So why do we drink so
much? Well it makes your partner that much
more attractive. There's not much social life
on the Main Line. Perhaps it's the stress. But

it's not like VLS encourages it. They don't
sponsor free keg parties or wine and cheese
receptions, do fliey? (Sorry if they take away
your free booze due to that last sentence, but I
just don't think I'm that powerful.)
9.
Intramurals. The last two years were
disappointing due to a lack of organization and
the existence of powerhouse teams. If
somebody would get off their lazy cans and
reserve the gym for the fall hoops toumament,
intramurals might actually be fun. For the last
three years every group from the fratemities to
the Asian-American swim club seemed to have
an event scheduled at St. Mary's. Advertising
break: HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED
PARTICIPATING IN INTRAMURALS ON
THE NEGLIGENTLY MAINTAINED ST.
MARY'S FLOOR, YOU DESERVE
MAXIMUM COMPENSATION. I SEEK
ONLY
THE
HIGHEST
CASH
SETTLEMENTS. CALL 55A-NGRY AND
TALK TO ME, THE INJURY LAWYER.
Sorry about that, we all have bills to pay.
10.
What can ILs expect in terms of the
amount of work? You should ask a second
year about it. Oh sorry they're too busy. You
see the myth is that it gets easier. Wrong it
gets worse until you become a third year and
then you are so consumed with fear about
finding a job that you can't go to class. So
breathe easy, first year is a piece of cake,
unless you are a IL. Oh by the way, ILs go, to
class because attendance counts. Ask an elder
about the Rhett Traband Rule, it's still in
effect.
11.
What cliques are there at Garey
High? First the name is well deserved because
everyone knows your business and there are
many clique, just like in high school. There
are the cool people. Funny but most of them
are on law review. There are the jocks. There
are the ruggers (don't worry you'll be hearing
all about them when they start the next big
controversy at VLS, you can't miss the raggers
because they are generally muddy, drunk ^d
large). There are the philosophers (you will
rarely spot them out, but you will hear them
often; they ask the longwinded philosophical
questions which greatly intrigue the professors
and greatly annoy 95% of the rest of the
students). There are the faithful and faithless

Twelve Things Cont of Page 6
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Eveiything you always wanted to know about first year..
kt were afraid to ask.
by Nathan Murawsky and Jim Kohl
The following list is primarily for the
incoming first years, but 2L's and 3L's may
wish to refresh their memories.
1. The student lounge is just that; for students.
The official rule is that no faculty or
administration member is allowed inside the
lounge. Furthermore, undergrads are are also
not allowed in the lounge, much less the entire
building. After numerous citings last year
during NY Ranger games, and with the further
additions of 600 students just off the port side,
please feel free to obtain the services of a
security guard and have them booted. (P.S.
Make sure they take their pizza boxes and beer
cans with them.)
2. Speaking of the lounge, it is highly
suggested that all members of the studio
audience for the Simpsons, Melrose Place and
90210, please arrive at least 15 minutes early
for good seating. For those of you who do not
watch these shows, be warned that both T.V.'s
are commandeered during these programs.
3. If you do not know who Steve Odabashian,
you soon will. Oda happens.
4. Red Mass is on October 21. Start dieting
now. You might also want to take out an
insurance policy on your liver.
5. To those of you with morning classes in
Room 30: When it starts to get cold outside.

bring coffee to class. The room gets to be just
warm enough to put you to sle... ZZZZZZ.
6. For those of you that speak to hear
yourselves talk, and to prove how much
smarter you are than other students - there is
only one word you need know... BINGO!
7. Don't fall prey to CBS. Romper Room? I
love Romper Room!
8. When called on in class, never use the
following phrases:
• I found it in Emmanuels
• Could you repeat that question in english?
• Pass.
• You're the professor, why don't you tell me!
9. When the cafeteria sign says that there is a
"fresh fish of the day", please remember that
this phrase is ambiguous, and can hold many
different unappetizing meanings.
10. All the people you see walking around in
suits going to interviews; they are the ones who
haven't gotten jobs yet because they just didn't
have credentials like the rest of us.
11. The only way not to pass the legal research
exam is to not show up. However, taking the
exam loaded is not recommended, although
some brave souls have accomplished this feat.
12. You may think you are enrolled in
Villanova Law School, but you are really in
Garey High - lockers, cafeteria food, gossip,
etc... act accordingly.

IS LOOKING
FOR A NEW
PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR.
ALL YOU NEED IS
A CAMERA AND
A FEW MINUTES EACH MONTH.
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IF I N T E R E S T E D . P L E A S E C O N T A C T
NATHAN MURAWSKY AT THE DOCKET
MAILBOX IN ROOM 34.

Open letter to the Class of 1997
by David Daigle,
Welcome to the Villanova University
School of Law! You are now embarking on
what will be a rigorous and stimulating
intellectual experience. The study of law is
one of the most challenging and rewarding of
human intellectual endeavors.. Congratulations
on your acceptance of the challenge, and good
luck in your studies here at Villanova.
In less that three years from now, you will
.enjoy the pomp and circumstance of
graduation, and the promise of success with
your Juris Doctorate from Villanova in hand.
In the meantiine, however, you must survive
the dreaded first year. Paradoxically, your first
year will go breathlessly fast, and yet
ponderously slow. Just remember to keep the
goal of graduation in mind as you gradually
(and painfully, at times), learn to think and
speak like a lawyer. I can see you now,
hunched over reporters while burning the
midnight oil, pouring through case after case,
fully engaged in the painstaking work of
crafting the perfect memorandum, brief or
outline. Now you only have to bluebook...
Brilliant professors may sometimes seem
intellectually unapproachable to a newlyminted first year. At times, you may even be
intimidated by your fellow students who seem
to know the many-splendored intricacies of
thee Parol Evidence RUle or Res Ipsa Loquitur,
while you can not even spell them. It will help
to informally discuss class subjects with your

I•
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yOOT COURT BOARD REIMEL SCHEDULE

classmates. Remember not to overdo it,
though, and not to be obnoxious. Everybody's
opinion is worthwhile. Your classmates will
certainly inspire you to work harder than you
ever had to before. But do not let the pressures
of law school make you doubt your talents and
capabilities, or lead you to make foolish
choices concerning the Honor Code. You have
embarked on a professional career which
demands the highest standards of ethics.
Here are a few thoughts to consider as the
weeks unfold. Do balance you academic
pursuits with healthy diversions (parties and
beerdrinking) with your friends. Do get
involved in one of the school activities. You
can contribute to many worthwhile student
organizations, and gain much in return. Join
something, whether it be a sports league, law
society,- Court Jesters, or even the Docket.
The paraphrase Professor Perritt, the law is
a source of power. You will soon have great
responsibility ~ to yourself, your clients, and
the public ~ to use that power with talent and
care. I<L Develop your lawyerly skills
assiduously. Villanova Law School provides
the setting and the resources to become the best
attorney you can be. See supra, paragraph two.
Take advantage of what our school has to
offer. Get involved. Contribute. Study. Party.
By doing all of these things at least some of the
time, you will enrich the law school, and in
return, acquire and outstanding legal education.

Monday - September 26
Arguments Begin
Friday - October 28
Sweet Sixteen Posted
Friday - Noyember 11
Sweet Sixteen Briefs Due
Wed/Thurs. - November 16-17
Sweet Sixteen Arguments
Friday - January 13
Quarter-Final Briefs Due
Saturday - January 28
Quarter-Final Arguments, Semi-Finalists Announced
Wednesday - February 8
Semi-Final Briefs Due
Tuesday - February 21
Semi-Final Arguments

Final Briefs Due
Saturday - March 18
FINAL ARGUMENT

fi:

NOTE: Ttiis schedule is tentatiye and schedule to change at the discretion of the
Moot Court Board.
a
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Twelve Things - Cont from Page 3
10.
What can ILs expect in terms of the
amount of work? You should ask a second
year about it. Oh sorry they're too busy. You
see the myth is that it gets easier. Wrong it
gets worse until you become a third year and
then you are so consumed with fear about
finding a job that you can't go to class. So
breathe easy, first year is a piece of cake,
unless you are a IL. Oh by the way, ILs go to
class because attendance counts. Ask an elder
about the Rhett Traband Rule, it's still in
effect.
11.
What cliques are there at Garey
High? First the name is well deserved because
everyone knows your business and there are
many clique, just like in high school. There
are the cool people. Funny but most of them
are on law review. There are the jocks. There
are the ruggers (don't worry you'll be hearing
all about them when they start the next big
controversy at VLS, you can't miss the ruggers
because they are generally muddy, drunk and
large). There are the philosophers (you will
rarely spot them out, but you will hear them
often; they ask the longwinded philosophical
questions which greatly intrigue the professors
and greatly annoy 95% of the rest of the
students). There are the faithful and faithless
married people (you won't see them out much
and if you do you can probably get them in
serious trouble). There were the golfers, but
since I left they may not still exist (they value
golf more than attending class and pay for it in
the end). There are the dopers (Yes people do
light up at VLS).
12.
Why are you here? Because you
want to further your education at a topnotch
(despite what I will tell you) institution.
Because you care about your neighborhood
and you want to contribute, either by putting
away violent criminals or helping the indigent
with free representation. Villanova is a
wonderful place, you just need to look at the
wonderful people who work here (and keep

working here) and the wonderful people
who are enrolled here. So as you become
engulfed by work, don't lose sight of the good
that lawyers contribute to society and work
hard to avoid the corruption, litigiousness and
shame of some of our colleagues.
Top 10 Predictions for the New Year
1. Law school graduates replace illegal
immigrants (oh I'm sorry, undocumented
persons) as the number one source of day
laborers.
2. Steve O. stays behind a year & tries out for
VSELF.
3. NYPD BLUE is censored in the lounge as
Dean Frankino is horrified by a recent episode
which featured Sipowicz's bare buttocks
(Aren't we all).
4. Several law students protest because Lt.
Fancy's buttocks are not also shown. Dean
Frankino terms it an institutional failure for
Bochco.
5. Miami shows more pride than they did last
year. Notre Dame falters. Florida doesn't
come close to winning a national title. The
Eagles reunite (Oh that already happened).
The Eagles go 10-6. The Sixers struggle to
score 90 points a game. The Ryers miss the
playoffs again. Sorry Eric, the Yankees don't
win because the strike never ends. >
6. Tuition is increased.
7. At least ten people drop oiit of school after
reading this column (of course the two things
may not be related).
8. Someone brings an ADA suit against the
school despite the improved handicapped
access.
9. I have time to write several more columns
despite being unemployed.
10. Someone uses the entrance to exit the
parking lot.
I'll be back (to scare and amuse you) and if
you're very nice to me (and one particular third
year is nice to me) I'll write my exam-taking
column before you actually take an exam. Not
that it matters anyway.
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Lending a "Learned'''^ Hand
by John Richards,
To the Class of 1997;
Just after the beginning of my first year in
law school I received a litter from my friend
Dennis, who at the time was beginning his last
year at the University of San Diego Law
School. In college, we called Dennis "the
Bard" because of his uncanny way of
expressing exactly what we were all thinking,
but in a way uniquely his own. His world-view
was so, well, different, that none of us ever
imagined that he would attempt anything as
mainstream as law school. Those who knew
him were very interested to hear his
impressions of the experience. Before I
opened the letter, I noticed the postscript the
Bard had written on the envelope:

YOU ARE IN ULTIMATE CONTROL OF
THE EXPERIENCE. EF IT LOOMS LARGE
AND DANGEROUS THEN YOU MAY BE
FORCED TO RETREAT. IF YOU CAN
ZOOM BACK AND SEE THIS FOR WHAT
mS IN YOUR LIFE'S PICTURE; A STEP
ON THE PATH, THEN YOU'LL BE
WALKING CALM AND CONFIDENT.
EXCUSE MY PUNCTUATION, IT'S ONLY
SLIGHTLY
BETTER
THAN
MY
GRAMMAR. AND THEY'RE GOING TO
GRADUATE MY ASS! IT'S A JOKE.

You*re training to be a
shark, one of those ruthless
death-dealers with unlimited
rows of teeth, lightning
fast response,...

As it happened, law school was looming
particularly large and dangerous about then,
so I opened and read the letter with the hope
that Dennis' unique vision would aid me in my
time of need. That and I was pretty sure that
before letter's end I would be chortling. I have
shared this letter with quite a few of my
classmates, as well as several second years,
and I think we all benefitted from reading it. I
only hope that it helps some of you to get
through the year ahead with smiles on your
faces, and some of your sanity intact.

Dear John,
I got your letter today. I hope to be able to
give you some advice and provide a few
chuckles, because both of them are surely
useful to a IL.
First things first.
Congratulations you son-of-a-gun you! I'm
proud to know that you're jumping in with
both feet. It just gets easier. I noticed that in
my first year I became able to devour hundreds
of pages of jargon-filled nonsense and still
pick out some grains of relevance. I fell into
the mold which law school holds open for
eager law school students. It's a roller-coaster
ride of fear and rage and frustration and selfanalysis. Believe me, it's not going to seem
nearly so important next year, and if you're
lucky and I can included some helpful advice it
won't be so important next week.
It's so easy to be reflective when you don't
feel like your whole universe is riding on the
briefs you prepared for torts. I admit, the first
year is hell. Only law students can empathize.
It's pain, and we asked; damii, we paid for it.
So, that's obvious right? I can still remember,
vividly, how I sat through torts contemplating
my resignation from law school just because I
had come to class unprepared. It turned out to
be not such a big deal (after class), but it was
no easy feat sweating the lecture unprepared.
That was so far away for me. I haven't
bought a single book in 2 years. I don't even
know how to spell the cases names. My notes
are phonetic approximations of McClean (or
whoever that poor guy was: he worked his ass
off figuring out how to make geosynchronous
satellites function properly and i never even
read his story). I won't lose any sleep over the
guy, or any of his buddies. I didn't sweat the
lecture either. But this is now, and first year
was then. I don't think that my "laissez faire"
approach is for everyone, considering the

number of casebooks I see in lecture, but it
works for me. Hell I ripped an 83 in my
summer tax course and never read a thing. I
cited cases and statutes in my exam. I look
like the Monty Python character in lecture
(Earnest Scribbler), but it works okay for me.
But hey, you're cranmied in with a class full
of egocentric bastards, why should an old
partying friend from the dorm waste your
precious time standing on a soap box with his
crank hanging out? Well, the point is that you
too can be loathed by your classmates for
kicking their ass on the exam and spending the
better part of your time being a regular person.
But not right away.. The first year is not hard
because first year students are stupid (although
the majority of them come away with that
assessment of themselves after they get their
grades). The first year is such a bitch because
the law schools have been doing this casemethod stuff for 70 years, and they're lawyers.
It's their job to scare people. And you're one
of their victims, a voluntary one. It all boils
down to a fraternity hazing (and a long one).
You're the new kid in town and the bullies are
wondering if you're going to ne tough enough
to make it into the club.
They'll never tell you this, but you're
already in. the professors know that you're as
good as graduated right now, and the longer
they can make you think it's do-or-die, the
more they can manipulate you. I don't think
that they do this manipulating just because
they're evil (although some undoubtedly are
allied with the dark side of the Force), they do
it because it's good for you, builds character.
Well we both know how much these character
building lessons can bum your weekend, eh?
The cool thing about the first year is the
empowerment you get. If you aren't already
tuned in to the technique you're surely seeing
the signs. . . .Do everything deliberately.
That's what lawyers do. Unfortunately they
are ftot always well-directed, and the public
loves to hold up the exiunples of the deliberate
lawyer's deliberate failure as evidence of the
lawyer's inadequacy or lack of human
compassion. No doubt, the first year is
designed to help retire all the symptoms of
human frailty, compassion being considered
one of the primary symptoms. You're training
to be a shark, one of those ruthless death-

. . . and skin to make the
newest Goodyears look like
a cheap rubber balloon.
And you asked for it.
dealers with unlimited rows of teeth, lightning
fast response, and skin to make the newest
Goodyears look like a cheap mbber balloon.
And you asked for it.
I hate to dwell on the "asked for it" part, but
that's probably what you'll hear if you start to
raise some of the more human arguments with
your colleagues. We did ask for it. We
jumped into the molding machine, but that
doesn't mean that we have to stay there when
they close the jaws. The ideal is to extract all
the necessary material and retain our character.
That's the legal profession's worst nightmare.
If you're going to be a nightmare, why not be a
lawyer's nightmare?
It's time to put things into perspective. I've
become a very different person. The arguing
streak in me has turned into a "Don't Tread on
Me" facet of my personality. Some days I
don't know whether this is a truly good aspect
of me, but I can't deny its utility in this society.
So who cares, it's you we're dealing with here.
.. .The best thing I learned in my first year was
this;
Its Sunday morning and I have to get down to
business because I probably won't be able to
read much during the week, so I'm looking at
about 300 pages. Wake up at about &;00 or
7;30 and take a piss, walk to the kitchen,
scratching my lower genital region. Mat down
the baconhead and reach into the refrigerator.

Ahh! Molson. I open a cold one and drink it
slowly, spending about 15 minutes to finish it.
In the meanwhile I put on a pair of shorts and
stand outside listening to the birds and people
who couldn't care less about the stress I'm
under. It's a day, it's just a day. If someone
walked up and said it was a nice (or nasty, or
anything), I could easily tear them to shreds,
advocating the contrary. A smile. That's it.
Only on Sundays, luxury, reality, remember
when things wfere simple? Yeah this has got to
be nuts, and I'm paying for it. I'm paying for
it? Oh well, better get showered and hit the
books.
And so it went. I don't know how it started.
I don't attend mass on Sundays so it was easy
to implement, but a Saturday evening service
might facilitate the process, if you're inclined
to try. I found that one beer could carry me to
11;30 or later, when I would have lunch (but
no more beer until "quitting time"), maybe
using a cup of coffee as a chaser at about 9;00.
Reading and more reading. It's do-able. One
beer on Sunday morning was my best weapon
for a while, it worked throughout my first year,
and because you don't have to listen to this
story (conversation usually cuts storytelling
short), I can tell it in fiill.

The ideal is to extract all the
necessary material and
retain our character. That's
the legal profession's worst
nightmare. ...
Upon returning to my second year, something
happened. A subtle change occurred and it
had dramatic consequences. I went fo the
bookstore faithfully, and bought a copy of
each assigned text. I just didn't read the
material. When I went to class the anxiety of
the infamous torts class . . .was gone, it was
easy. I continued going to class unprepared.
Directly, i became somewhat bored, and opted
to omit some lectures. Soon I was a rare sight
at school, and the object of some lighthearted
ridicule by my classmates. Exams came and I
passed, only slightly lower in average than the
first year scores, and with no work, except a
few days of preparation for the exams.
During the next semester I found out that a
very pretty and intelligent female friend of
mine, from out here, was a victim of anorexia
nervosa. Instead of reading law books, or even
buying them, I began to read about the disease.
I became convinced that this malady was a
product of our society, and that the most
despicable characters in this group were the
attorneys. At that point, . . .1 decided to
abandon the law. I had already, irrevocably,
paid my tuition (with loans which will
probably follow me to my grave, or funeral
pyre) and my upbringing didn't permit me to
quit in a position where my actions might have
caused me to fail anyway (In my
neighborhood, as kids, we would only quit
when we were sure that we would have won).
So I figured I would make them fail me out,
only it didn't work. I passed, and although my
grades didn't reflect my abilities, I hadn't done
a damned thing to deserve to pass....
So that was my story, I've since modified
my behavior so that I can do a little better in
the exams, but books are taboo for me. I don't
recommend this for the first year, but you may
find a way to employ it. If so, you're going to
be a better man for it. Maybe you won't want
to eliminate the books at all, but that's all in the
future. As for now, read your ass off.
Whenever you speak in class, do it like you're
Justice Holmes; Throw Down. It doesn't
matter if you're wrong, the idea of the first
year is for the professor to prove everyone
wrong (the law lends itself to this). If yOu're
going to be wrong, you might as well make a
good show of it. In fact, if you're persuasive
enough you could pull off a show-stopper, and
make the professor concede. It's rare, but
possible. You see, they don't really know
more than you, they just hold the podium.

Blast 'em. If you don't you're sure to be
attacked, mostly you're sure to be attacked, but
stick to your guns and the feeling is great,
every professor has a breaking point. Don't let
them cut you off. It's a good feeling when you
can get the final word.. Comedy helps, you'll
see the weaselly way that they try to turn the
tables and if you run out of argument then
spring a joke; it's a good closing statement.
Most important for me was my job. I don't
recommend a job, they dramatically cut into
your study time. The advantage of the job was
the relief it gave from the drudgery of school.
Just use something to get your mind off of the
school. Don't spend all of your free time with
law dweebs. They bum you out, especially the
greedy ones. A hard-core experience like
racquetball is useful, it helps to bring your
mind away from the assignments. The best
advice I can give you is to check the cases out
in the reporters. All of the casebooks give
cites. If you're already in the library then
before you read the case, pull the reporter.
The first thing they do is give a synopsis. Next
they list the relevant legal issues as headnotes.
If you can manage to read the synopsis and the
very beginning of each headnote, you'll devour
the casebook version with a dramatic increase
in comprehension and retention (casebooks
generally only give brief excerpts of the actual
opinion). If you're rushed for time, the
reporter's sjmopsis and the headnotes can save
your life, but don't rely on them because often
the case is only included to introduce you to a
term of art which will be found in the opinion.
I never got enough time to lo(A: at the reporters
on a regular basis, but if I did I would have
profited greatly. If you've got access to LEXIS
or Westlaw then you could spend a Saturday
doing all of your syllabus for the semester;
just call them up and print die synopses (if the
use of paper isn't an issue with you). If you
get bummed about wasted paper then you
might take notes on the back of the used
synopses as a reuse effort.
I 'don't know anything about law and very
little about law school, but I'm always willing
to lend a hand (although not a Learned Hand)
to a student in distress. I'm wishing that your
law school career will proceed smoothly and
with much enjoyment. Sorry I forgot to
include the jokes. Maybe next time, okay.

. . .If you're going to be a
nightmare, why not be a
lawyer's nightmare?

Oh, and this one more thing; go to court as
often as possible (I say this with full
knowledge of the fact that you may not even
get there once this semester). It's a real
enlightening experience, and it helps a hell of a
lot. This is the stuff they don't teach you in
school. Best of everything to you, my friend!
And at the end he added, handwritten, and in
all capital letters:

BELIEVE ME MAN, IT'S GOING TO SEEM
LIKE YOU GOT WAY TOO STRESSED,
BUT IT'S HARD TO AVOID. YOU WILL
MAKE IT, AND YOU'LL WONDER WHY*
YOU WORKED SO HARD.
YOUR FRIEND, Dennis.
Dennis received his JD from San Diego in May
of 1993. After graduation, Dennis treated
himself to a trip to Viet Nam. That summer he
took the Pennsylvania and New Jersey bar
exams. He told me that he went through the
tests with a beatific smile on his face, not
because he found them easy, but because he
realized that it was completely out of his
hands. In October of last year, Dennis moved
to Zimbabwe, where he is teaching high school
science as a Peace Corps volunteer.
Somehow, I dort't think that's one of the
alternative careers that Career Services is
always going on about. Oh well, welcome to
Villanova and good luck.
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National Football League Preview
WfiOlSTEEDSBASEBJ^L^L^
by George Tsatakaras,
Welcome to the 75th Anniversary of the
NFL. Welcome to new rules and mass free
agency. Welcome also to the ultimate age of
parody. While Dallas, San Francisco, Kansas
City, and Miami will be there in the end, this is
the first season in recent memory where one
could not be assured of who would not be
there with them. Gone are the days of my
youth when Seattle and New Orleans could be
counted on to lose 12-14 games. Who will that
be this year?
San Diego was a preseason consensus for a
fifth place AFC WEST finish having lost ProBowler Anthony Miller, Marrion Butts, Burt
Grossman, Gary Plummer, and valuable
backup, John Friez. Right now the Chargers
are 2-0. The Broncos were to be the darlings .
of the AFC scoreboard having added Miller,
Mike Pritchard, and Leonard Russell to John
Elway, Shannon Sharpe, Rod Bernstine and
last year's revamped offensive line. The
Broncos are in the AFC WEST'S cellar at 0-2.
What's going on?
With the advent of free agency, NFL teams
are stripped of depth and cohesiveness. A five
week training camp is not sufficient to leam
the intricacies of an NFL offense or defense or
to gain confidence and familiarity with one's
teammates. Free agency strips teams of
quality depth. Often, where backups are
capable of starting on most other teams, by the
following season they are. This is a killer as it
takes years for a player to truly master a team's
system. By the time they do, they're bff to
greener pastures. Don Shula carefully
groomed Scott Mitchell to replace Dan
Marino. After being on the Dolphins for a few
seasons, Mitchell got his chance last year as
Marino went down with an Achilles injury.
This winter Scott Mitchell was the prize free
agent quarterback and Don Shula was left
scrambling. The Chargers will be in dire
straits if Stan Humphries, who is injury prone,
goes down. John Friez, last year's Chargers
backup, threw four touchdown passes for the
Redskins in Week Two and does not appear to
be ready to give rookie Heath Schuler the job
yet. Gone are the days when a team like
Washington can plug in a Ricky Irvins at
running back, a Ricky Sanders at wide
receiver, and a Doug Williams at quarterback
and win a Superbowl. Teams, already hurt
when Plan B limited the number of players a
team can protect, are now devastated by free
agency and the salary cap.
The cap cost New York Giants fans 1987
Superbowl MVP Phil Simms. Not too many
playoff teams release a fifteen year veteran
quarterback for a kid with two years
experience and zero NFL starts. The cap is
hurting depth by keeping teams from holding
onto high priced veterans. The 49ers would
certainly love to still have Tom Rathman's pass
catching, blocking, and savvy, as well as Amp
Lee backing up Ricky Waters. They drafted
Florida State's William Floyd, paid him first
round money, and bid Rathman farewell.
Knowing Eddie DeBartolo's penchant for
keeping high priced veterans, one can assume
that no cap would mean Rathman is still in red
and gold.
This season also marks offensive minded
rule changes. Kickoffs are back five yards to
the thirty yard line and are coming off smaller
tees. The number of touchbacks has declined,
and teams are starting with better field
position. The two point conversion has lent
some strategy to blowouts but has yet been
used to attempt to win a game; in Week One,

the Lions kicked the extra point at home to tie
at the end of regulation and won in overtime.
The five yard chuck rule is promised to be
more strictly enforced this season although, as
of Week Two, this has yet to impact the
outcome of a game. Likewise, the new rules
of spotting the ball on a missed field goal (at
the point of the kick,- not at the line of
scrimmage as in years past) has yet to play a
major role.
What do all these changes add up to in the
NFL's balance of power? Not much if the
Cowboys stay healthy. Remember, if a Mark
Stepnoski were to get hurt this year there
would be no John Gesek or Kevin Gogan to
replace him. As long as
Emmitt Smith is healthy,
the Cowboys will be all
right. And he can take a
beating so there's no
stopping Dallas right?
Remember, for five Or six
years Randall Cunningham
seemed like he was njade
of rubber, but he finally,
snapped. In Week Two
Emmitt's shoulder was
bothering him again. On
defense the losses of Ken
Norton Jr., Tony Cassillas,
Jimmie Jones, and Thomas
Everett leave the Cowboys
weaker, but still with
tremendous team speed.
The 49ers were my
preseason Superbowl pick.
The Niners have perhaps
the greatest offense ever
with Hall of Famer Jerry
Rice along with Steve
Young, Ricky Waters,
John Taylor, Brent Jones,
and a quick offensive line
and a vastly improved
defense. Defense has been
the Niner's shortcoming
the past two seasons
against the Cowboys in the
NFC Championship. This
year the 49ers are vastly
improved with DL Bryant
Young of Notre Dame, DE
and former Superbowl
MVP Richard Dent, AllPro LB Ken Norton Jr.,
LB Gary Plummer, and
several quick linebackers
via the draft. Offensively,
the 49ers are stacked.
With the injuries San Fran
has suffered already, I'm
not so sure if I'd take this
pick to Vegas just yet. In
two weeks the 49ers have
lost Richard Dent and
Harris Barton for the better •
part of the season, as well
as Ralph Tamm and Jesse
Sapolu. That's three fifths of their offensive
line. As recent Eagles history dictates,
offensive line cohesion takes time. This hurts
even more with the loss of Guy Mclntyre via
free agency to Green Bay. If they can all come
back and if the defense gels, (see cohesion,
INFRA.) the 49ers will be tough. This line is
experienced which will help when they're back
together. They are also smaller and quicker
than most NFL lines, allowing the Niners to do
a lot of trapping and blocking which leads to
much of their offenses success. Dallas'
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defense is also much quicker than most which
perhaps explains, along with Steve Young's
postseason turnovers, some of the 49ers'
difficulty the past few years against the
Cowboys.
The Eagles look like a 9-7 team likely to
make the playoffs along with the Packers,
Vikings, and Lions. Randall has five
touchdowns and zero interceptions, which, I
believe, is how he started out last season.
Before his injury, we saw a new poised,
confident, intelligent Randall last year.
Perhaps the Monday Night game can be an
impetus to that old form. Offensively overall
the Eagles have a superb corps of wideouts
now led by future Pro
Bowler Calvin Williams,
a good group of pass
catching running backs
along with a potential
gamebreaker in rookie
Charlie Garner, and
veteran tight ends.
Defensively, give them
time. In a few weeks
when Bud Carson has
them firing on all
cyhnders and is devising
devastating defensive
schemes the Eagle D will
be OK. Just give them
time to get acquainted.
Say hello to William
Fuller, Burt Grossman,
Greg Townsend, Tom
Romanowski,
Greg
Jackson, Mike Zordich
and, possibly; Tony
Cassillas. Please also say
hello to Byron Evans in
the Pro Bowl. Finally.
Rich Kotite needs to get
all the new faces in sync
quickly or he may be
gone at year's end. Kotite
has never gotten credit
(especially
in
Philadelphia) as a solid
offensive mind. And he
never
will
if
he
continually insists of
using tiny Vaughn
Hebron in short yardage
as he did in a Week One
loss against the Giants.
Seriously, ignore WIP,
watch a few games in a
row closely and you'll
agree.
As an Eagles note, one
must get a sense of deja
vu watching the Phoenix
Cardinals.
Already,
Buddy has: gone 0-2,
sacked
his
own
quarterback's confidence,
put last year's #1 draft
pick in his doghouse,
benched starters, told Gary Clark to "take a
70% pay cut or a 100% pay cut", gotten a
bunch of "his" guys in Clyde, Seth, Wilbur
Marshall, Terry Hoage et al, and sent what
appeared an up and coming offense spiralling
downward. Stay tuned, it is a new system after
all.
In the AFC this may be the year Dan
Marino and the Dolphins make it back to the
Superbowl. It is scary that two of the AFC's
more experienced playoff teams in Miami and
Denver have such porous defenses. Could

make for another Superbowl blowout.
Miami and Denver have looked downright
scary on offense. And defense. Miami has
found a way to win thus far, however, and
Denver has not. Both teams have offensive
weapons up and down their offensive rosters.
Denver has now come full circle from Dan
Reeves' conservative offenses. John Elway
has his first All-Pro wide receiver in Anthony
Miller along with Sharpe, Pritchard, Russell,
and Bernstine. Behind last year's new
offensive line led by Gary Zimmerman,
Denver is offensively scary. To pay for these
new players under the new salary cap,
Denver's already weak defense lost several key
players, although one, longtime standout Karl
Mecklenberg, was later resigned.
Miami has a sterling offense and a defense
that was up and coming before being
decimated by injuries last-year. In time, I
believe the defense will improve enough to
lead Miami back to the Superbowl.
Both teams have two of the quarterbacks I
would want on my team in the last two
minutes when trailing. They've both done it in
the playoffs and both realize that they have
only a few more seasons left to make amends
for Superbowl losses.
Speaking of lost Superbowls, the Buffalo
Bills don't appear ready to fade away just yet.
After putting up three points in Week One Jim
Kelly exploded for four touchdowns in Week
Two. There is something to be said for mental
state and attitude. Just as the Bills did not
have the proper mindset when their playoff
losses culminated in Roimie Harmon's drop in
the end zone in Cleveland in 1990, they now
have the mindset of champions. Not
Superbowl Champions, but champions none
the less. The AFC Championship goes
through Buffalo.
Kansas City is also a legitimate Superbowl
contender. Veteran offensive experience in
Joe Montana and Marcus Allen is invaluable.
Look for the Chiefs to protect the two of them
as much as possible, making the acquisition of
Steve Bono all the more valuable. Kansas City
has the best defense among legitimate AFC
contenders, and it looks as if they've been able
to replace the free agent devastation of their
secondary. Barring injury, the Chiefs could go
all the way. If Montana is healthy in the
playoffs, look out AFC.
Pittsburgh should win the AFC Central led
by their devastating defense. The Steelers'
offense should get a boost in Colorado's
Charles Johnson a big play wide receiver
Pittsburgh hopes to spread the field with. The
Steelers could make some playoff noise if their
offense can begin to click.
The Raiders were picked by many to go to
the Superbowl. I did not understand this in the
preseason and I do not understand it now as
the Raiders stand 0-2. It is early, and last
year's Superbowl champs did start out 0-2, but
the Cowboys knew Emmitt was coming
eventually. The Raiders have no running back
or defensive lineman in sight. The lack of any
sort of a ruiming game to set up the big pass
play possibility, and the losses of Greg
Townsend, Howie Long, and Scott Davis (who
left the team after Week One) might be too
tough to overcome.
The final AFC playoff team will come from
any one of a group of teams including the Jets,
Patriots, Oilers, Chargers, Seahawks, or just
about anyone other than Cincinnatti. Welcome
to parody. Welcome to the 75th season of theNFL.
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